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A Study of Water Policy Based on Life Environmentalism:

The Position of Environmental Sociology in Government Policy

KADA Yukiko

SHIGA PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT
4-1-1 Kyomachi, Otsu, Shiga, 520-8577, JAPAN

NAKATANI Keigo, NISHIJIMA Teruyoshi, TAKI Kentaro, NAKANISHI Noritaka, MAEDA Harumi
(SHIGA PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT)

SPG (Shiga Prefectural Government) advocates to adopt the policy of “Comprehen-
sive Flood Disaster Prevention,” based on life environmentalism which addresses environ-
mental issues from residents’ viewpoints. To implement the new measures, the following
are required: 1) The integration and quantification of actual societal experiences within a
scientific approach, 2) An accounting for the new concept incrementally, without ex-
pressing opposition to existing concepts, and 3) The use of a bottom-up approach to pro-
mote total-optimization.

We calculated the commonly percieved risk information over the whole of Shiga Pre-
fecture, with the help of various surveys and numerical analysis. It showed the safety
level of, not each flood control facility, but each region. SPG makes active use of this in-
formation for making decisions about water policy. When new policy is formulated on
the basis of a regional safety level, it is essential to obtain the consent of concerned par-
ties such as the local residents association and so forth. We also recognized the impor-
tance of creating a win-win situation between new and existing concepts when imple-
menting new policy. Therefore, when we came to create a plan to improve a river man-
agement system, we first regarded the existing system as a starting base and then tried
to add other measures to it as supplements in order to avoid any unnecessary conflict be-
tween the new and existing.

Departments and divisions of local government in Japan have spontaneous motiva-
tion only for affairs, which they hold jurisdiction over, because their commitment is to
the optimization of vertically divided administrative functions. By means of a bottom-
up approach from the residents as the central players, SPG intends to resolve difficulties,
caused by turf-minded organization, in a mind-set of positive decision-making.

SPG’s experience after a series of trials has developed into a progressive approach to
reflect people’s experimental intelligence over public policy.

Keywords: Life Environmentalism, Comprehensive Flood Disaster Prevention, Reductionism,
Sub-optimize, Infallibility, Regional Risk Level
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